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STONEHAM  TO  SEE  EXTENDED  HOURS  OF  OPERATION  

ON  132  BUS  ROUTE  
  

State Representative Michael S. Day announced today that additional transportation options will 

soon be coming to Stoneham. The MBTA 132 bus route, currently the only bus route servicing 

downtown Stoneham, will extend its hours of operation to 11:00pm.  The bus now ceases 

operations at 7:00pm, making it particularly difficult for commuters who either work late or 

irregular hours to utilize public transportation.  The current situation also negatively impacts 

local businesses such as Stoneham Theater and various downtown restaurants whose employees 

and patrons must commute by car because there are no other transportation options out of the 

town square after 7:00pm. 

  

“This is great news for our residents and our businesses,” said Representative Day. “This change 

will make commuting into and out of Stoneham easier for our residents, our workers and our 

visitors, and I am very happy to make this announcement.  I thank the MBTA, and particularly 

General Manager Frank DePaola, for listening and responding to our community’s concerns.” 

  

The announcement comes on the heels of the Stoneham Transportation Forum, hosted by 

Representative Day and the Stoneham Transportation Advisory Committee and featuring MBTA 

General Manger Frank DePaola.  During the Forum, Representative Day and other members of 

the community voiced the need for extended hours on the 132 route in addition to proposing 

more overall MBTA service in Stoneham.  

  

“The 132 bus is Stoneham’s only public transportation option for potential patrons and 

employees trying to access Stoneham Theatre. With the old schedule ending before our evening 

productions even began, we lost a valuable opportunity to draw more people and artists and staff 

to the Town of Stoneham for live professional theatre,” said Stoneham Theatre Managing 

Director Debra Rafson.  “Now, anyone who wants to experience our fantastic line-up of shows 

will be able to take public transportation both here and back.” 

  

The new transit schedule will go into effect in March 2016, which is the next time the MBTA is 

allowed to alter driver schedules to accommodate for the extension to an 11:00pm service.  “This 

is a very encouraging and welcome development,” continued Day, “but the extended hours will 

only remain in effect as long as there is a demonstrable need and ridership.  I hope we can show 

that we value these improvements by spreading the word about the increased services and by 

taking advantage of the additional buses on the 132 route.” 

  

Representative Day has been working closely with MBTA, State Senator Jason Lewis and the 

Stoneham Transportation Advisory Committee to bring these additional services to Stoneham.  

  

“I applaud this announcement of extended hours for the 132 bus route, which is great news for 

Stoneham,” said State Senator Jason Lewis.  “This will allow commuters more flexibility in 

planning their workdays, and will bring a new and diverse group of residents and visitors to 
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Stoneham. I thank Representative Day and the Stoneham Transportation Advisory Committee 

for their hard work and leadership on this important issue.” 

  

“We are grateful for the earnestness of General Manager DePaola and Representative Day in 

working to secure Stoneham’s transportation future,” said Rachel Meredith Warren, speaking on 

behalf of the Stoneham Transportation Advisory Committee.  “We know that extending the 132 

service is key to both a prosperous local economy and a thriving community. Our entire town, 

but in particular our commuters, senior citizens and veterans, clamored for this change for years 

and won a big victory today.”   

The extension of service will not only benefit current residents and commuters, but may help 

attract a new and younger population of residents and visitors to Stoneham.  According to a 

recent poll by the Urban Land Institute Boston/New England and the MassINC Polling Group, 

80% of young professionals in the Greater Boston area rank access to public transit as “very 

important” in their calculation of choosing where to live, with 78% of respondents stating that a 

workplace located near public transportation was also very important to them. 

  

“On behalf of the Stoneham Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors we are very happy to 

hear that the 132 bus service will be extended through the evening hours,” said Chris Senna of 

C&S Capital Properties and Vice President of the Chamber. “This bus service is extremely 

important for our businesses’ customers and employees and critical to the vibrancy of our 

downtown community.  We are grateful for the efforts of our State Representative Michael Day, 

the committee work of our new Stoneham Transportation Action Committee, and for the 

assistance of MBTA General Manager Frank DePaola with Stoneham’s public transportation 

needs.”  

“This is a terrific first step,” said Representative Day, “and I will continue to work with all of our 

stakeholders in an effort to bring even more public transportation options to Stoneham.” 

  

To learn more about Stoneham’s transportation concerns, the Stoneham Transportation Forum 

hosted by Day can be viewed on-demand at StonehamTV’s website 

(http://stonehamtv.org/ondemand).  Those with questions about this and other service 

improvements are encouraged to reach out to Day atMichael.Day@mahouse.gov or by phone at 

617.722.2582. 
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